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PHILIPPIANS 1 6. 


Being confident of this - very thing, that He 
which hath begun a good work in you, 9 0 


þ a it until the day of te eſus Chript. 


2 


* 
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M 0 NG the. remarkable Alpentitions 25 
of providence and grace, the planting 
of a church at Philippi is no incon- 
derable one. T his will appear if we ſurvey 
the ſituation of the, Place. Philippi was a city of 
Macedonia, a country in Greece; it derived its 
name from Philip king of Macedonia, father 
of Alexander the Great, but was then in the 
hands of the Romans, and a colony of that 
empire a. jt was overſpread with a black 
cloud of pagan darkneſs, full of gtoſs idolatry, 
and ſuperſtition; yet even in that place, gloomy 
as it Was, there Was a remnant according 
to the a of grace, and even at t that time 
their converſion muſt be executed. The in- 
ſtrument aſſigned for this important work, was 
by great apoſtle of the Gentiles, &c. who we 
find 


* 


eren "IV" „Ads 2. 12. N 


Ne 4 5 . 
find * at Tha; and by a viſion 3 in the night + was 
invited to viſit Macedonia *; for we are in- 
formed by the facred writer, that a viſion ap- 
peared to Paul in the night, There ſtood a 
man of Macedonia, and prayed him, ſaying, 
60 come over , into Macedonia and help us.“ 

Upon this the apoſtle conſulted not with fleſh 
and blood, but in obedience to the heavenly 
viſion immediately prepared for Macedonia, 
and looſing from Troas, he and his compamon 
ſafely arrived at Philippi And on the ſab- 
bath, « we went out of tlie city, faith he, by a 
river fide, where prayer was wont to be 
* made, and we ſat down, and ſpake unto 
* the women which reſortell thither; and a 
ec certain woman named Lydia, a ſeller of 
80 purple, of the city of Thyatira, which wor- 
00 ſhipped God, heard as, whofe heart the Lord 
* opened that ſhe attetided unto the things 
«6 which were ſpoken of Paul“ 4, This wo- 
| man and her houſhold, with the jailor and his 
1 houſhold * were the firſt plants of the Philip- 
pian church: but behold tlie wondetful in- 
creaſe, conſiſting not only of many precious 
members 10 are called faihts in Cheilt Jeſus, 
TY 29 265100 but 


bid. xvi. 13, 


3 


A ol. 9, 10. © Ibid. Ki. 11. 
14. Ibid. wi. 33, 34» 


B &, 
but alſo of biſhops and deacons, to whom this 
cpiſtle i is ſent; and having ſaluted them with 
bis common. ſalutation of grace and peace, than 
which nothing can be more deficeable; he gives 
dem to underſtand how thankful be Was to 
de Lord in his prayers on their behalf, for 
| döeir fellowſhip/in che goſpel from the firſt day 
7 until that time, as appears from the verſes pre- 
ceding our text; which to him was an incoti- 
1 I ftible proof of a good werk being begun, 
- hich he was fally perſwaded ſhould be carri- 
cad on until the day of Jeſus Chriſt; and, there: 
> pre, without any heſitation, gives his ſentiment 
o on this point in the words of the text, as fol- 
a bs, © being confident of this very thing, 
4 Wl © that he which hath begun a good work in 
you, will perform it until the day of Jeſus 
4 Chrift,” In diſcourſing on theſe words, I ſhall, 
75 WW <ndeavour, as the Lord 4 enable me, ta 


txpldin” ne" fallsWing. mae! NN 
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5 1. The good work begun, FIC 07 21 u 
- l. By whom i it Was begun; 88 p 
us E f 


1 m. The apoſtle' s confidence; Fe it Ga 
ut be finiflied or performed until the day of 
© Jeſus Chriſt, | 
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I. The good work begun; by which I hum: 
bly conceive is meant no leſs than the work of 
grace in the heart, at regeneration, which is a 
great and marvelous work, and is ſometimes 
called a being begotten again, being born again, 
created in Chriſt Jeſus, with ſuch like modes of 
expreſſion , and in the words of our text, © a 
« good work begun in you, as it certainly is, 
and will appear, if we conſider it as the founda- 
tion of grace laid in the heart, which is grace 
radically conſidered. But to be more particular; 
three things are worthy our obſervation, and 
command our ſerious attention. 1. It is a good 
work; 2. A good work in you; 3. A. 0 
2 k begun 2 
It is a goed work, and that. .3 In its 
3 inaſmuch as we are ſaid to be made 
partakers of the divine nature *, which is called 
a new heart, a ne ſpirit, and a heart of fleſh; 
«« a new heart alſo will I give you, and a new 
ſpirit will I put within you, and I will take 
away the ſtony: heart out of your fleſh, and 
I will give you an heart of fleſh ; ſo that there 
is nowa good underſtanding to pk '\piri- 
tual things, a good will inclining to that which 


is ſpiritually good, good e From whence 
good 


; 11 Peter i. 3, 23; Eph, It, 10. ES] 1 2 Pet, i. 4 
„ Ezek. xxxvi. 20. 


"£5 


ood: Geſtres as; which are going forth after 
806 objects, 'tho” much oppoſed at times by 
the remaining corruptions within, 

2. It is good in its effects, in that it produces 
good works. The happy ſubject of this divine 
rinciple becomes a good man; and in whate- 
er capacity he ſtands, anſwers that character 
n ſome meaſure. Grace makes good princes 
& Wind good ſubjects, good miniſters and good 
e bearers, good maſters and good ſervants, good 
; Whzrents and good children; in ſhort, it makes 
ad Withers good chriſtians, which like money an- 
wers all things ; and indeed this is the true 
ches, to be rich in grace, for this is durable 
ches; and therefore, 


Wo 15 good in its end, ſince it meetens a man 
r the fruition of everlaſting bliſs ; © Who 
hath made us meet,“ ſays the Apoll © to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints 
15 light er 
II. It is a good work In Vou, and is therefore 
uled by the apoſtle Paul the Inward Man 
tich is renewed day by day 1; and by the 
doſtle Peter . the hidden man of the heart” =, 
It let it be 2 tir pg man of the heart in 


NCE tiki to CC that 
od | 
i. 4 ed. X. 19. k Col. i. 12. I 2 Cor. iv. 16. | _ . Pet. 
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« thet which. is not eorruptibleyeven.the vma- il 7 
<<. ment of a. meek. and quiet ſpirit,” which | is 


a 
&« in the ſight of God of great price,” If any 5 
ſhould. object and ſay, that our ſanctifcation Ml ,. 
and juſtification are all i in Chriſt, and that we 10 
have no holineſs in ourſelves; I anſwer, 1. . 
| Juſtification and ſanctification, 4 humbly con- N 
eeive, are two diſtin things. . Juſtification, or 50 
to juſtify, is to abſolve and / quit one that i 1 


accuſed from the crime where with he is charg 
ed, and to pronounce, him innocent, ſo that he 
ſtands irre provable 1 in the Gght of God' 8 rig 
teous law, and that by the imputation of the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, he being made fin foru 
who knew no fin, that we might be made the 
righteouſneſs of God in him n; and is wha 
the apoſtle means, when he ſaith (citing the 


tc 
pſalmiſt David) ©* Even as David alſo delcrig .. 
*<. beth the bleſſedneſs of the man unto, whon ,, 


God imputeth righetouſneſs without works 
« faying, bleſſed are they whole, iniquities ar 
© forgiven, and whoſe ſins are covered; bleſ 
ed is the man to whom. che Lord will no 
_ ©. impute ſin ». Sanctification is a holine! 
imparted, whereby. we are made internal] 


holy, without which no fleſh ſhall ſee God 
Juſt 


PR +4 Q 8 3 13 6 
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Juſtification is a work of the Divine Father, 
e Being juſtified freely by his grace, through 
© the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt 4,” 
danctification is a work of the Divine Spirit, 
« But ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanctified, 
« but ye are juſtified in the name of the Lord 
« Tefus, and by the Spirit of our God *.” 
Note, juſtification in this text, is to be con- 
fidered as it ſtands in our fight, or ſubjectively, 
which is a branch of our ſanctification. 

3. Juſtification gives us a right to glory ; 
* In the Lord ſhall all the ſeed of Iſrael be 
« juſtified, and ſhall glory. Sanctification 
meetens'us for glory, or to be partakers of 
the inheritance of the ſaints in light. Juſtifi- 
cation is complete, And ye are complete in 
* him, who is the head of all principality 
“ and power, namely Chriſt, © by whom 
e all that believe are juſtified from all things, 
* from which ye could not be juſtified by the 
law of Moſes . But ſanctification, though 
complete in its nature, yet is incomplete in its 
being a progreſſive work, Wa diſtin 
from juſtification, | | 

2. Sanctification in Chriſt, and ſanctifica- 
tion in us, are alſo diſtinct things. Sanctifica- 


B tion 


© Rom. iii, 29, 7 1 Cor. 6, 11, 5 + Iſaiah Mix. 25. 
t Col. ii. 10. Acts xiii. 39. 


[ 39 1 
tion in Chriſt- is the fountain of -living water; 
ce For. it pleaſed the Father chat! in him ſhould 
© all fulneſs dwell T. th ; Sanification in. us 

is the ſtream derived from, that fountain, * For 
e out of his fulneſs have all we receiyed, and 
* grace for grace . Sanctification in Chriſt 
is without meaſure, cc for, he giveth not the 
« Spirit by meaſure . unto him , but hath 
e anointed him with the oil of Sladneſs above 
“ his fellows =. Sandtification 1 in us is in mea- 
fare, . ** according as he giveth to every man 
* the meaſure of faith. "* Sanctifcation in 
Chriſt is communicable; « if any man thirſt, 
let him come unto me and drink . Sanc- 
tification in us is incommunicable; the wiſe vir- 
gins could not communicate oil to the fooliſh. 

3. Grace is in every regenerate. foul, by 
which they are waſhed and ſanctified, or elſe 
what could the apoſtle mean in the fore cited 
paſſage, * but ye are waſhed, but ye aie, fanc- 
« tified :” ſurely theſe could never mean 


Chriſt, ſince the perſons ſpoken of - and refer- 
red to in the context, were actual and enor- 


mous ſinners b-. thieves, covetous, drunkards, 
revilers, &c. ih Chriſt was not; for when 


he was reviled he reviled not again, and though 
he 


» Col. 5, John i. 16. 7 7 John | ili. 34. eh. 
Ns. Tolls mL , x Cor. Vi. 10. . 
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[tr] 
he WI in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet Was without ſin, without actual ſin; yea 
tough he was made ſin for us, yet it was only 
by imputation, not by impartation, nor had 
he any unholinefs in his nature, but was that 
holy thing, which Was born of the virgin 
Mary,” confequently ftood in no need of Wah- 
ing. The application! is eaſy. | 

4. No man in a ſtate of nature can diſcern 
ſpiritual objects, or act faith on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. The natitral man receiveth not the 
by "things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
“ fooliſhneſs unto him, neither can he know 
them becauſe they are ſpiritually-difcerned*,” 
A viſive faculty is eſſential to diſcerning, which 
the unregenerate have not, but are darkneſs 
in the abſtract, till the good work is begun in 
them, then are they light in the Lord *; . for 
«ye were ſometimes darkneſs, ay now 
« are ye light in the Lord.“ They cannot 
believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Faith is an 
act of the ſoul, and neceſſarily ſuppoſeth life, 
which a natural man hath not, but is dead in 
treſpaſſes and ſins: now to ſuppoſe a man in 
ſuch a ſtate to act faith, is to ſuppoſe he could 
act before he exiſts, the incongruity of which 
4201 B 2 18 
- © 1 Cor. it. 14. Eph. v. 8. 


L i * 


is obvious; this may ſerve to elucidate the in. 
terrogation of the apoſtle Paul, What maketh 
e thee to differ from another? and what haſt 
* thou that thou didſt not receive :? From the 
whole it is evident, that one man doth differ from 
another, and that it is the grace of God maketh 
this difference; ſo that every enlightened ſoul 
may ſay, by the grace of God I am what I 
am; they are the ſubjects of a divine principle; 
they have a good work begun in them. , 

III. It is a good work begun, not finiſhed ; 
and it is a good work begun in you, not begun 
with you ; we brought it not into the world with 
us, it is not eſſential to our nature, as fallen 
creatures: no, for whatever notions we may 
imbibe of original purity, and the rectitude of 
human nature, they are ſpurious ; ſuch as holy 
men of old, who ſpoke as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt, were intire ſtrangers to, 
The holy ſufferer Job, in his divine interroga- 
tion, renounces ſuch a ſentiment, when he 


faith, ** Who can bring a clean thing out of 
an unclean ? Not one f.“ Alſo the royal 
Pſalmiſt ſtrongly militates againſt it; Be- 


and in fin did my mother conceive mes.” 


| Yea, 
21 Cor. ix. 7. Job xiv. 4. 2 Pa. li. 5. 


/ 
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L 13 } | 
Yea, the great anti type of both Job and David 
aſſures us, that Except a man be born again. 
« he cannot ſee the kingdom of God; and 


then renders a reaſon for it, viz, © That which 


« 1s born of the fleſh is fleſh b.“ 


Again, It is a good work. begun, and not 


finiſhed, otherwiſe we ſhould be come to a 
ſtate of perfection, which ſome vainly ima 
gine; but J believe ſuch perſons. are perfectly 
ignorant of their own hearts, or at moſt know 
but very little of that body of ſin and death 
they carry about them; and this I know, that 
the apoſtle Paul, when he wrote this epiſtle, 
was not arrived to a ſtate of perfection; Not, 


* ſays he, as though I had already attained, 
© either were already perfect. No, he knew 


to the contrary ; he knew that in him, that is, 
in his fleſh, there dwelt no good thing: and 
we find the evangelical prophet complaining of 
by uncleanneſs of his lips, ſaying, © Wo is 
me, for I am a man of unclean lips; and 
that diſciple who Jeſus loved, expreſſeth him- 
ſelf thus; If we fay we have no fin, we 
* deceive ourſelves, and the truth is not in 
us k. Now if thoſe illuſtrious ſaints of old, 
lars of the firſt magnitude, came ſhort of per- 
fection 

[ John iü. 3. 6. Iaiah vi 3. 1 John i. 8, 


[4 1 
sd in this He, ae we alſo muſt come 


* 


greſſive wok, a work which will run through 
the progreſs of our life; and regeneration”: as 
a g06d''work begun in you, which ſhall be 
performed until the day of ſeſus Chriſt. ] 


come now to the ſecond general head, to ſhew 


by whom this good work was begun. 


II. This good Work is begun by this Tord 
God omnipotent, nor is any leſs in power able 
to execute the ſame. Man in his natural ſtate 
hath no ſpiritual power to exert ; but power 


is abſolutely neceſſary to the produRtion” of a 
divine principle. Lazagus might as ſoon have 
raiſed himſelf from the dead, as a man raiſe 
himſelf who is dead in treſpaſſes and ſins: as 
Ezekiel's dry bones in the viſion required a ſu- 
pernatural power to their being quickened, ſo 
do man in a natural ſtate ; which power alone 
is in God; and this is ſometimes aſcribed to the 
Divine Father i, likewiſe to the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt en, but more commonly to the Bleſſed 


Spirit, whoſe work it is, as the ſanctifier, more 
immediately to ſanctify poor ſinners. In this 
cconomy the grace of God the Father may 
1801 be 
11 Peter i. 3. = John v. 25. 


Hort of the ſame. | [SING I is ILL 
et us then older ſanRification as a pro- 


1 5 
be e As, the, impulſive cauſe, as he 
We up grace for us in Chriſt; who 
ch ſaved us, and called us with an holy 
« calling, not according to our works, but ac- 
1 cording to his own purpoſe and grace, which 
e was given us in Chriſt , Jeſus before, the 
« world began.“ 10 The glorious Lord Jeſus is 
the procuring or ſecuring cauſe, in whom it 
was ſafely depoſited notwithſtanding the fall 
of man; the bleſſed Spirit is the efficent cauſe, 
by whoſe divine agency it is, conveyed to the 
hearts of men; and there is alſo the inſtru- 
mental cauſe, 1 mean the inſtruments the Lord 
ls pleaſed to make uſe of in this intereſting 
work. But-to be more explicit on this ſecond 
head, I ſhall conſider the three following per- 
ticulars. 15 
Firſt, Some wn, which the Lord 
makes uſe of, | Fee 
Second! ly, The immediate operations on the 
heart, TT” 
eus Thirdy, The lowing effects. - 
ſſed 7+ Some of the inſtruments, or means, the 
ore Lord is pleaſed to make uſe of. The ordinary 
this means is his on bleſſed word, which is quick 
may and powerful, ſharper than a two-edged ſward, 
bel 10 


% = 


[ 
? 


1 61 
to which it is ſometimes compared »; as alſo 
to a fire and a hammer that breaketh the rock 
in pieces ©, the efficacy of which is viſibly EX= 
hibited in facred ' writ. Remarkable is that 
inſtance of the great converſion by Peter's 
ſermon, where no leſs than three thouſand, 
who gladly received the word, were baptized, 
and added to the church. Lydia's heart alſo 
the Lord opened by the preaching of Paul, 
and the jailor's houſhold appeared to 'be con- 
verted by the ſame inſtrument ; nor is it foreign 
to chriſtian experience in our days, how many 
precious ſouls have been truly awakened by the 


inſtrumentality of the word, ſometimes by its. 


being preached, and it may be when no more 
than mere curioſity, or a worſe motive, have 
excited to attend the public worſhip; ſometimes 
by reading it, or other good books, as we are 
informed was the caſe of colonel Gardner. 
Aweful diſpenfations of providence have ſome- 
times been inſtrumental to this great work. 
The jailor muſt firſt be alarmed by a natural 
earthquake, in order to make way for a ſpiri- 
tual one. A like inſtance of this I knew of a 
young man who was at Liſbon at the time 


that the earthquake had ſwallowed' up the city, 
who 


n Ee). iv. 12. © Jerem: xxii 20 
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, W who, narrowly | Fo with bis, wat | tits 
; yet happily gaincd a ſpiritual one. Sometimes 
de death of a relation may have this happy 
t effect, an. Inſtance of which I have heard of, 
, We. are, informed by the inſpired writer, that 


when the dead | man, Was caſt i into the grave of 


prophet, he revived, and ſtood up on his feet ; 
this 1 is an amazing truth, and no leſs wonder- 
ful is it for a poor fig in a ſpiritual dead 
nh tate, to be touched with a ſenſe of one cor- 
porally dead, to his reviving and ſtanding on 
his ſpiritual feet, Again, the Lord hath ſome- 
times made the gentle admonition of a godly 
friend to anſwer that great and valuable end, 
an inſtance of which I lately met with, and 
is alſo a point of my own experience. | Theſe, 
and many other inſtances, might be given of 
the inſtruments the Lord is pleaſed to make 
uſe of; but then, as I hinted, they are inſtru- 
ments, and no more, We are informed in 
the tacred oracle, that when Elijah was awaked 
under the juniper- tree, he went from thence 
to Hereb, where he was commanded to ſtand 
upon the mount before the Lord; and © be- 
© hold the Lord paſſed by, and a great and 
© ſtrong wind rent the mountains and brake 
CG, „5 


| Eliſha, as "ſoon as he touched the bens of the x 


. 
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2 
5 
5 


b ü 


e in n pieces the rocks before the Lord d'; but Us 
yo Lord was not in the wind; and Aer the 
5 wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not 
«in the earthquake; ; apd after the earthquake 
ce _ fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; 
and after the fire a ſtill ſmall voice.” Thus 
it is not with the rocky heart of a ſinnet; no, 
for unleſs the Lord be in the wind, the rock 
will not be rent, neither will the earthquike 
ſhake effectually, nor the fire melt, but even 
the ſtill ſmall voice will anſwer the end if the 
Lord be found therein. N ; 
: 2. The immediate operations on the heart; 
and theſe are more violent on ſome, and gentle 
on others, according to the ſovereign will of 
God. inſtances of which may be produced 
both froni ſcripture and experience. Powerful 
was the operation the converts by Peter paſſed 
under, of whom it is ſaid, © they were Pricked 
* in their hearts r. A powerful operation in- 
deed, the ſword of the Spirit had reached their 
ſoul, wounded the moſt ſenſible part, and 
that deeply, beyond, far beyond the ſkill of an 
earthly phyſician, but not beyond the reach 
of e our heavenly 8 


The 
Acts ii. 37. 
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Tbe gpenation on gaul wag no leſs powerful, 
> as appears from the narrative of his, conver- 
t W fion, where we find the-wretched abject | ſtruck 
l blind with the refulgent glory of his perſecuted 
» W Saviour, .trembling, and aſtoniſhment ſeizing 
is him, his body. trembling, and his foul aſto- 
), viſhed zat the amazing ſcene, and unknown 
k doom 4. In like manner the jailor. Was dread- 
fully: agitated, as appears from his new conduct 

to his priſoners ; for we. are told, that he ſprang 
in and came trembling, “ and tell down be- 
4 fore Paul and Silas, and brought them, out, 


A few. hours at moſt before this, he put them 
in the inner priſon, and made their feet faſt in 
the ſtocks; but nom the ſcene, w Was changed; 
earfylneſs and.trembling-1 were come upon him, 
and falvation was the object of his purſuit 
Nor is it improbable, that ſome of us are living 
witneſſes of this awful truth, that violent ope- 
rations aocompany egnverſion ; but this is not 
Aways! the caſe, the Lord is pleaſed ſometimes 
to deal more gentiy with others; we have no 
reaſon to believe that the Nügg houſhold 
paſſed under ſuch violent operations as himſelf, 
or r Lydia, ſpoken | of in the ſame chapter, 
The 3 C 2 ee whoſe 


net 
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* whoſe heart (it is faid)” the Lord opened I m 
© that ſhe attended unto the things which were Ml ſe 
«© ſpoken of Paul.“ Neither do I believe that WM b. 
the Berean converts were much terrified at er 
their firſt awakening,  fince they * wreceived ff p! 
the word with all readineſs of mind's” No, be 
nor even Zaccheus the publican; for we find as dt 
ſoon as our Lord called him from the fyco- 
mbre- tree 1 He made hafte and came down, 


* 'and received him Joyfilly *.” Nor is it rea- © 
ſonable to ſuppoſe, that Peter, Andrew, James, at 
John, Kc. paſſed under ſuch powerful opera- v 
tions as before mentloned; and yet I doubt WW is 
not, but all had their convictions in a meaſure, C: 
but not in equal meaſure; from whence it ap- th 
pears to me both unſcriptural and unreaſonable, W © 
to meaſure other chriſtians experience by the F #7 
ſtandard of my own. Muſt I conclude a man WW b 
is not of the fame nature with myſelf, becauſe M © 
he is not of the ſame ſtature, complexion, and M * 
Keatures, "with myſelf; this would be incon- MF 
gruous; no leſs would it be to ſuppoſe | a foul] fi 
is not converted, becauſe his experience agrees a) 
not with mine in every punctillio. p 
Again, ſome like Timothy, under pious pa- " 
rents, may be trained * in the nurture and ad- t. 


N monition 
Adds xvii. 11 Lake xix. 6. 
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monition of the Lord, and like him know the 
ſcriptures "from 4- child'®; into' whoſe tender 
heart the grace of God may imperceptibly 
enter, ſo that they can tell neither time nor 
place, where or when the good work was 
begun ; yet ſuch ſhould not be dejected or caſt 
down, fince the following circumſtances are 
inconteſtable proofs that it is begun. 

3. The effects following the work begun; 
and they are theſe, a breathing after holineſs 
and happineſs, a crying unto God for them, 
which naturally ſuppoſe life in the ſubject, and 
is expreſſive of the deſire of the ſoul, and is 
called in ſcripture, panting, longing, hungering, 
thirſting, &c. and our Lord hath graciouſly 
condecended to inform ſuch for their encou- 
ragement; that they are bleſſed, and they ſhall 
be filled; ſaying, “ bleſſed are they which do 
e hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, for 
t they ſhall be filled.“ ern en 

Novy this ſpiritual appetite, or gracious de- 


mes ſprings from a divine principle; as a carnal 


appetite, or finful defire, ſprings from an evil 
principle; ſo that as evil defires are evil in their 
nature; ſo holy defires are holy in their na- 
ture; ſome or” which 1 ſhall take notice of as 


found 
ee 2. Tim. iii. 15. 
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found in / gracious; ſouls. 1. They deſire ſin- 
pardoning grace, or a manifeſtation: of the par, 
don of ſin, that their ſouls may be comforted, 
that God may be glorified, that Chriſt may be 
exalted, and that the Spirit may be adored 
more and more. 2. They deſire heart-cleanſing 
grace, that their corruptions may be ſubdued, 
that every irregular; appetite: may ſubſide, and 
their. predominant luſts fall like Dagon before 
the ark. 3. They deſire ſupporting grace to 
prevent murmurings and peeviſhneſs under 
loſſes, croſſes, diſappointments, and various per- 
plexities incident to this ſtate of trial and pro- 
bation. 4. They, deſire ſoul· fortifying grace, 
that they may withſtand all the wiles of the 
devil, his fiery darts, and unknown, tempta; 
tions, as alſo, the perſecutions, frowns, and flat- 
teries of cruel, unreaſonable, and deceitful men. 
8. They deſire perſevering grace, not only the 
habit in their heart, which is immortal, and 
can never periſh, but that it may increaſe and 
grow in lively exerciſe; to the production of 
much fruit, that their boughs, like Joſeph's, 
mH Nom. over the wall. To which end, 6. 
They defire to dwell in the houſe of the Lord 
all the days of their lives, to behold the beau- 
ties of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. 
. e Finally, 
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Finally, They deſire that all their dear friends 
and relations may participate of the ſame in- 
eſtimable bleſſings, and at laſt meet together 
in the glorious realms of inconceivable bliſs. 
Now where theſe defires/are found, I think 
we may ſafely conclude, there is a good work 
begun, which ſhall be carried on until the day 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Which c me to POP third 


general head. l 
III. The apoſtle's Conldebde⸗ hat it Would 


be finiſhed, or pe until the 7 of ven 


Chriſt. 
Wherein I ſhall obſerve the blowing bsi 


1. What we may underſtand by the day of 


jeſus Chriſt. 2. The carrying on and per- 
forming the good work begun. 3. The ground 
of the apoſtle's confidence. By the day of 


jeſus Chriſt, 1 humbly conceive; is meant, 


either, 1. The day of death, when the Spirit 
fhall aſcend to God that gave it, and behold' 
with raviſhing delight blen Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt in his unvailefl- Moly, purſuant to his 
prayer for them on &#th ; “ Father, I will 
that they alſo whom hols haſt given me be 
* with me where I am, that they may behold 
my glory v. This will be fuch a day of 
ND = Jeſus 


| . X. 1 
w John xvii, 24. 


f 44] 

Jeſus Chriſt, as the ſoul never enjoyed before, 
and ſuch a fight of him as in this groſs taber- 
nacle of clay is unattainable ; ; for the brighteſt, 
faints on carth, with the cleareſt perception, ſee 
but through a glaſs darkly, but then ſhall they 
ſee as they are ſeen. Or elſe, 2. By the day of 
Jeſus Chriſt, the apoſtle might mean his ſecond 
coming, which. is oftentimes called the day of 
the Lord, viz. the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; in which 
day the bodies of the living ſaints ſhall be 
changed in a moment, in the twinckling of an 
eye; all the corrupt qualities of the body ſhall 
be eradicated, alſo the ſinful habits of the ſoul 
(and fo it is indeed with the ſouls before men- 
tioned,) Now as this day of the Lord was locked 
up. in the mind of omniſcience, it was con- 
cealed both from men and angels; ſo that the 
apoſtle knew neither the day nor the hour, 
and perhaps thought it might come in his day, 
of which ſome intimation is given to the church 
of Corinth; Behald; I. ſhew you a myſtery, 
« we ſhall not eg, but we. ſhall all be 
* changed in a moment, in the twinckling of 
* an eye. Alſo to the church of Theſſa- 
lonica; Then we which are alive, and re- 
main, ſhall be caught up together with them 
| cc in 


* 1 Cor. xv. TK 52, 
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« ini the clouds; to meet the Lord in the air v.“ 


Now at the day of Jeſus Chriſt in either ſenſe 


mentioned, the ſinful habits of the ſoul being 
eradicated, grace will be changed into glory, 


faith into viſion, and hope into fruition; then 
the good work of grace begun, will be per- 


formed, and finiſhed, even at the oye of Jeſus 
Chriſt. | 

2. 1 hall obſerve the carrying on this good 
work. It is carried on by the fame divine agent 
which began it; and as the operations and ex- 
perience of chriſtians differ in the beginning, 
ſo likewiſe in the carrying on this good work; 


for, 1. Some there are, that have ſtrong faith, 


while others have but weak faith ; there are 
lambs as well as ſheep in the flock of Chriſt ; 
and the former, though weak, are as precious 
as the latter ; and ſhould they die lambs, yet as 
they are part of the little flock, ** It is the 
* Father's good pleaſure to give them the 


* kingdom *,” They are as much the gift of 


the Father, and the purchaſe of Chriſt, as the 
ſheep, and have that good work begun in 
them, which ſhall be carried on. In God's 
family there are little children, as well as young 
and old men, and the former are as precious 
| D ths, as 

Y 1 Theſ. iv. 17. ' Luke xii. 32. 
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as the latter; no man will diſinherit his little 
child becauſe he is not grown up to man's 
eſtate; he is as nearly related. to him, and as 
much of the human ſpecie, as the adult, and 
ſhould he die in his childhood, his death is ſo 
precious in the ſight of his father; wn care 
will be taken to bury him. 

So likewiſe the death of the fing, bits 
young or old, is ſo precious in the fight of the 


Lord; that care ſhall- be taken to convey their 


fouls fafe-to everlaſting glory; and ſo precious 
are their bodies in the: fight of Chriſt, that of 
all that the Father hath given him he will loſe 
none, but will raiſe them up at the laſt day *, 
2. All old chriſtians have not the greateſt ma- 
nifeſtations of God's love; ſoine, like the pro- 
digal, though the youngeſt ſon, ſhall have 
great diſcoveries of His father's complacency in 
killing for him the fatted calf; &. while others, 
who are more advanced in age, like the eldeſt 


ſon, never had a kid to make merry with g 
friend; that is, never had ſuch a token of their 


father's love, ſo as to rejoice as ſome younger 
_. chriſtians do, which ſometimes, through temp- 


tations, is ready to cauſe? heart-riſings, when 
8 conſider that — as have lived profuſe 


lives, 
John vi. 39. 
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"lives ſhnuld ſo ſoan aſter their return to the 
Lord havt ſich; ſtrong} aſſurance of their in- 
tereſt in his favour, which they, Who have 


conſtantly attended his ſervice, ſhould know 


little af; but this muſt be reſolved into the 
ſovereignty of God, who hath a right to do 
hat- he will with his own, nor. ſhould: our eye 
be evil. becauſe he is good; but rather inquire 
whether mere formality, or ſomèe other cauſe, 


have not been a bar in our way. 8. No chriſ- 


tian has the ſame degree of faith at all times. 
David was ſometimes on the mount, at other 
times in the valley. Peter's faith Was ſo ſtrong, 
that he could walk on the liquid element; in 
a fe minutes he begins to ſink, and cries to 
his Lord for help. Theſe are branches of 
chriſtian! experience, that be which runneth in 


the chriſtian rate may read. 4. All chriſtians 


do not bring forth» the ſame quantity of fruit; 


ſome bring forth thirty fold, ſome ſixty, and 


ſome an hundred; ſome, like Joſeph, their 


branches grow over the wall, while others we 


find contracted; from whence: you may eaſily 
obſerve, that in the carry ing on this good work, 
chtiſtians differ much in their experience. Yet, 


5. All:ehriſtians, more or leſs, may experience 


the gaod work carrying on by the exerciſe of 
Nvab D 2 their 
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their ſpiritual ſenſes. 1. They ſee the evil of 
their hearts and actions, for which they ate 
made to lothe themſelves; then they ſee an 
excellency in Chriſt, for which they prize him 
above all created good. 2. They feel the bur- 
den of ſin more or leſs every time they revolt 
from the Lord; they alſo feel an eaſe from 
that burden in proportion to their faith in caſt- 
ing it on him. 3. They ſmell their wounds 
ſtink and corrupt through their fooliſhneſs, 
and they ſmell a ſweet ſavour in the name of 
Jeſus as of ointment poured forth. 4. They 
hear the thunders of the law, more or leſs, in 
proportion to the nearneſs they are brought to 
mount Sinai; and they hear the joyful ſound 
of the goſpel in proportion to their nearneſs to 
mount Sion. 5. They taſte the bitterneſs of 
fin and deteſt it, and they taſte the ſweetneſs 
of grace and love it; thus the chriſtian's ſpiri- 
tual. ſenſes are exerciſech in the carrying on that 
good work, which mall be e n 
a day of Jeſus Chriſt. 75 

3. The ground of the th 8 1 
And here, I ſuppoſe, we may find good ground 
for the ſoul to caſt anchor in, that ĩs called by 
the grace of God, or in whom the good work 
3s begun, that it ſhall be performed until - 
a ay 
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day of Jeſus Chriſt; as 1. ke everlaſting A 
love of God; “ 1 have loved! thee, ſaith tlie 
n % Lord, with an everlaſting” love, therefore 
n © with loving-Kindneſs have I drawn'thee b. 
From whence we learn, that being drawn by 
the grace of God is the effect of his everlaſt- 
ing love, which love is like himſelf immu- 
table; thereſore he is ſaid to xeſt in his love , 
it being from everlaſting to everlaſting; ſo thitt 
they who are the! bleſſed objects thereof ſhall 
be ſaved in the Lord with an everlaſting ſalva- 
tion: to ſuppoſe other wiſe is repugnant to di- 
vine revalation, and attended with groſs abſur- 
dities ; as, 1. That everlaſting will have an 
end, which is a contradiction in terms; or, 
o 2. That God will love ſome to everlaſting, 
of W that ſhall eternally periſh ;/and; 3. That the 
is W fcriptures/are not the word of God; yea it is 
i- W tacitly ſuppoſing that God may ceaſe to love 
at his own dear ſon; ſince God's: love to his 
il people centers in him, and this our apoſtle 
| well knew, being perſwaded that neither 
e. MW life, nor death; nor angels, nor principalities, 
d “nor powers, &c. nor any other creature 
* ſhould be able to ſeparate them from the 
love of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus our 
e bas “ Lord.” 
y d. Jerem, Xxxi. 3, + Zep. il. 13. Ifaiah xlv. 17. 
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ai There it centers and there it reſts; 
which, eee, by Chriſt bim- 
ſelf, ho hen ſpeaking to his Divine Father 
in the days of; his fleſh, ſaid, thou haſt loved 


vd them, a8 thou:haſt loyed mes. Redemp- 


Ane the blood of Chriſt is a good, ground 
of confidence, fines Chriſt hatli by his one 
**<, offgring forever; perfected them that are 
Le ſanctified .. He gave himſelf ſor us that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and pu- 


e xify unto himſelf;ai peculiar people, zealous 


-**, of good works 8. Now, if ſuch ſquls ate 
not ſaved, What muſt it be aſeribed to:? »Not 
to a deficiency in the ranſom, ſince full ſatiſ- 
faction is made to the demands of law and 
zuſtice. Chriſt hath redeemed ws from the 
e curſe of the law being made a curſe for us; 
nor muſt we impeach; the juſtice of God to 
afirm that ſome are redeemed and not ſaved; 
God forbid; this) would be making the holy 
one af Iſrael Worſe than a mahometan magi- 
ſtrate, who wien he hath received the ranſom 
of flaves ſets the captives: free. Some may be 


N ſay, they: will not come that they 


might have life; to which Lanſwer, where 

hs Dod workT is begun, there is life already, 

*#:b10.] * and 
* [John #viii, 23: Heb. x. 14. Titus ii. 14. 
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and all that are given to Chriſt by the Father 
ſhall' come ro. him, and him that cometh, * he 
„ will in, wiſe caſt out; ſuch with the apoſtle 
may give an holy challenge, Who ſhall la 
any thing to the charge of God's elect? It 
4 is God that juſtifieth, who is he that con- 
demneth? It is Chriſt that died b. A furs 
ther ground of confidence Is, that this good 
work is in the hand of the Spirit of God, Who 
is that God i, againſt whom Ananias and Sap- 
phira ſinned; who is as able to bring dead fin- 
ners to ſpiritual life, as he was to ſtrike living” 
finners with corporal death, and is no leſs 
able to carty on the good work begun: to ſup- 
poſe other wiſe, would reflect on the wiſdom, 
of power of that divine agent, and would (as 
hinted by a judicious divine) be levelling om- 
nipotsnce with the ' heathen' prince, who Tet 
his heart on Daniel to deliver him *, and he 
labouted till tlie going down of the {ti to de- 
liver him; and after all miſcarried. 4. There 
is ground fbr confidence; Where che good work 
is begun in the many and precious promiſes, 
mVitdtions, and encdütagemefts in the Bleſſed 
word of God; My Theep heat my voice, 
«25d CHAR" aud 1 Kg ther" and they 
= — « follow 
d Rom, via, 23 Ul. i"AQs v. 354. Dan. vi. 14. 


* follow me, and 1 give unto them eterbal 
60 FURY _ they ſhall never: ws 77 home 


| | Treat care of Chriſt, H a ſhepherd, .i is an eter= 
nal bar againſt the. ſtrongeſt: efforts of their 
moſt implacable enemies; herein both power 

and love appear; and are beautifully. illuſtrated 

by the evangelical prophet; He, ſhall feed 

< his flock! like a ſhepherd, he ſhall gather 

<« the was with his arm, and ROT them in 
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«, are wthyowg en ol” 
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85 6 own. 14 flock the nd ſhepherd feds, 95 
His choſen ſheep to living waters leads | 
His precious lambs, which in his boſom Mays: } 


re, , i. 


Th paſtures green he ſafely. doth convey, 
And gathers with his arm whene'er, they ſtray 4 
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Gently he leads the ewes that are with young, 
Whoſe burden; far exceeds the reach of tongue; 


Their mournful bleating moves the ſhepherd's fol, 
Kindly he brings thern to his rayal fold | bands 21 


"Again, the. apoſtle affures . the Corinthians 0 

that God ſhould confirm them unto. the W 4 

1 end; 12 = that ſays he, . Fe may be blameleſs in if 
12 5 45 the 90 
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& MOM: "of But Lord Jeſs Chriſt ; 04 65 
5 e by whoth ye were Ghed unts the 


„ät T haften, laſtly, to obſferve the 
ET immyta dy of G64" 's Covenant confirmed b 
us promi iſc "and "oath; which Are the two ima 
e 9880 th When it 18 impoffible for 
Go 10 le. and po Hen! afford ſtrong conſla- 
tion to them Who Hüve fled for refuge, to lay 
hold h the Hope Let błſort them j and o may. 
be confident 4 this very kling that he which 


ha 128 1 ok 4 $660" WORK in them, will per 


form it n e day of Jefus Chtiſt. 1 fhall 


21 | 10 
now "Eottie, Wich a brief improvement; 


1, Let us <nquire "whether this good work is 
gan 1 in us; N us fefle c if * we 'can, on the 
time When, place Phers, and the Wtrünend 
the Lord was, Pleaſed to make uſe of in our 
firſt awakenin ng ; Y "and if not; let us ee whether 
the effedts of grace do 8 diſcover themſelves; 
ſuch : As an hatred k fin as ſin, a love to oli 
neſs, bung grings and thirſtings after Chriſt} and 
ſuch deſires, 28 1 have btzefſh taken notice of: 


7 


if. io, then we may labely conclude; that a 


800d pork, i 18 5 un, that it is Goch Were | 
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J\ [42 2 | as © lockt * " 1121 "and 
4 1 Cor, i. 8, 9. 2 Heb. vi. 17, 18. 


* fon Jeſus Chriſt our Lord v.. 
a e things light be ſaid in favour! of 


_-— abs 4 thim-the "Oe dee dle we may 
fe with the Plalmiſt of qld, “ Not unto. us 
0 Lord, not unto: BY BR. thee. be the 
Rez, elory." 2. Let us. enquire. W hat progreſs 
We ö make in. the, divine lie, What fruit do we 
Wow ind. i. his. glory, and, if upon a an im. 

8 partial ſcrutiny. we find barrenneſs of. to ul, Tet 
us ſpeedily enquire: into the cauſe W © it 
may be we are; living in the omiſſion of ſome 
known duty, it ſo, we need not wonder at 
our barreupeſs, for. negligence. and fruitfulneſ 
are rain to each 1 or it may be, we 


1 


have leanneſz 565 foul: this. 185 make us s lean 
from day to day, ſhould we dwell i in the kipg's 
houſe; fo likewiſe if- apy intelleQual ſordid 
luſt be nouriſhed i in our hearts, ſuch as pride, 
| enyy, cayetouſneſs, hatred, malice, &c. and 
if we expect to proſper in the divine life, we 
ſhall find, ourſelves wretchedly miſtaken, 
ce Mortifying therefore your members which 
2 1 are an the earth, crucify the fleſh with the 
N 1 AS affections and laſts thereof“ : But ifany who 
fear the Lord, and obey the voice of his 'ervant, 
, r of their barrenneſs, I would 


Wl unto ſuch, ye ſhall bring forth your fruit in 
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ts ſeaſon; The ſoul, like the YN bath wo 55 1 
winter and ſummer ſeaſons, and though the 77 5 1 3 
ap may ſubſide in the root in the winter, yet 
it will riſe in the ſpring. Thus it is with ts 
foul, grace may ſubſide, but it ſhall never 1s "24 
extinct; when Orion hath acted his part with ©. 
his frozen girdle, then the Pleiades take their 
turn with their ſweet influence. 3. Are there 
any here mourning under a ſenſe of backſlid- 
ing, and fear they have no part nor lot in this 
matter, over whom the enemy is rejoycing, 
ſaying, where is your perſeverance now? Let 
ſuch precious humble penitents know for their 
ſupport, that perſevering grace doth not always 
ſecure againſt falling, as appears from the falls 
of many eminent ſaints, but it is engaged to 
raiſe up when fallen, which they know by 
bleſſed experience; fo that ſuch mourners may 
d Ney with the church of old, © Rejoice not 
e © againſt me, O mine enemy, when I fall, I 
. “ ſhall ariſe, when I fit in darkneſs the Lord 
1 ſhall be a light unto me;” and may be con- 
e dent of this very thing, © That he which hath 
begun a good work in them, will perform 
+ it until the day of Jeſus Chriſt,” 
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